
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 19 May 2020] 

 p2816c-2817a 
Mrs Michelle Roberts 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — INTRASTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.04 pm]: An important feature of the government’s 
strategy to control the spread of COVID-19 within Western Australia has been to restrict movement within the state. 
I thank the Western Australian community for their understanding and patience in adhering to these restrictions. As 
I have advised the house previously, the Western Australia Police Force has established Operation Tide to lead its 
response to COVID-19, including the management of travel by exempt people for an allowed purpose across our 
intrastate regional boundaries. Responsibility for enforcing the intrastate boundaries fell to police. Under Operation Tide, 
police established a frontline operation command structure that enabled this to be put in place swiftly. I thank our police 
officers and other personnel who staffed these boundary checkpoints. Their approach to this operation was compliance 
with compassion, thus ensuring that police and community worked together to protect us all. Officers attached to the 
highly visible static check points or undertaking mobile patrols made inquiries as to the purpose of a person’s travel 
between regional areas. Officers then determined whether the person’s journey was consistent with any previous 
approval or if they were otherwise exempt for an allowed purpose. These checkpoints were staffed, some of them around 
the clock, by up to 500 personnel per day. They were drawn from a number of different agencies with approximately 
240 from police, 100 from the Australian Defence Force, over 110 staff from Main Roads Western Australia, and nearly 
40 from the State Emergency Service and others. All these people deserve our thanks for their commitment to our state. 
In terms of simple statistics, 806 005 people have attended the checkpoints since the commencement of regional 
borders, of which 792 074 were permitted entry and 13 931, or 1.7 per cent, were refused. This became a more 
efficient process when the government, in consultation with industry, made available the G2G PASS app, an 
application developed locally by a WA company based in Leederville. It has also been made more effective by 
collaboration across agencies. Our police have worked closely with the following partner agencies: the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Main Roads Western Australia, the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services, the State Emergency Service, ADF personnel and the Department of Transport. 
Overall, the community has been understanding of the restrictions and appreciated the job police and their partner 
agencies have done. These officers have undertaken their role without hesitation, including through some difficult 
weather conditions, for extended periods. Protecting our regional borders has also seen our police numbers combine 
their regular policing role with staffing checkpoints. There have been some notable incidents that have combined 
these roles. I especially thank Commissioner Dawson; Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs; Assistant Commissioners 
Donaldson and Steel; Commanders Sorrel and Gaunt; and Superintendents Chadwick, Greatwood, Seivwright 
and Western with our police district superintendents who led police on the frontline. 
With the commencement of phase 2 from yesterday, our intrastate regional boundaries have reduced to four zones. 
New checkpoints have commenced on these borders plus mobile patrols. This has meant that a significant number 
of police have been released back to frontline duties. The work has been adjusted but it has not stopped. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. I would like to congratulate them all for picking me up all the time and 
checking my credentials. They have always been happy and smiling. 
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